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MANTECH FAQ 

Q: Why does MANTECH recommend adding FLUSH bottles to automated BOD runs? 

 

A: FLUSH bottles are blank-style bottles filled only with nutrient (dilution) water. They 
condition the DO probe and prime the dilution lines with nutrient water before the 
run reads your real blanks and samples, which gives more consistent blank depletion. 
Their own depletion is not included in BOD reporting. MANTECH recommends one 
FLUSH bottle per DO probe: one for a single-probe system, two for dual-probe, and 
three for triple-probe. 
 
A FLUSH bottle contains nutrient water, so it behaves like a blank but is treated purely as a conditioning step — 
the software does not factor its reading into any BOD result. Running one (or more) at the start of a run serves 
two related purposes. 

• Primes the dilution lines with fresh nutrient water so the fluid path is fully flushed and consistent 
before the first reported bottle is read. 

• Conditions and “activates” the DO probe so it reaches a stable, responsive state, which improves the 
accuracy and repeatability of the blank bottle depletion that follows. 

How many FLUSH bottles to include 

Match the number of FLUSH bottles to the number of DO probes in your configuration so each probe gets 
conditioned: 

Probe configuration Recommended FLUSH bottles 

Single probe 1 

Dual probe 2 

Triple probe 3 

 


